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By Philip J. Hlltb
L Washington Post Staff Writer - Uit

- University scientists and: admin-
istrators, backed by the:;National
Academy of Sciences, are’; resmmg
efforts of the federal vovernment to
further restrict Soviet scientists” ac-
cess to technological 'MmfGrmation
‘during visits to American’ campuses.

The  Reagan administration has
become increasingly concerned that
much of the Soviet Union’s military
strength is based. on its acquisition
of Ub scientifie and . technologxcal
knowledge and developments.

The confrontation was joined Dec.
14 when Stanford University re-
ceived a routine letter from the Na-
tional Academy azbout a. Suviet: ro-
hotics specialist, Nikolay, V. Umnov,

- who wanted to visit four US. uni--

_versities, including Stanford. The

letter said_that, on.State Depart-

ment orders, Umnov would have to
be put under certain. restnct.xom ll’
he were to visit. :

Stanford refused to go along with
the restrictions, and Stanford Pres-
ident Donald l\exmedy exprased his
“grave concern” ~ over federal at-
tempts to apply restnctlons to aca-
demic work.

Robert \chhee, a profasor at
Ohio State University who was ex-
pected to host the Soviet scientist
for the longest period while he was
here, has also called the State.De-
partment to back out of the arrange-
ment. He said he had no means of
poh(mg the activities of. Umnov for
the six weeks he would beln Colum-
bus, Ohto. . . IR W

On Monday, the Natmnal Acad-

emy of Sciences, which runs the ex-
change program_through. which the
Soviet scientist would  visit, backed

4

up Stanford’s position. A spokesman
;said the academy will stop acting as
.2 middle" man and will no longer
‘pass on State Department orders to
universities.

The academy no longer will help

“enforce’ restrictions on the scientists’

activities and access to information,
at least until its officials can nego-
tiate the matter with the State De-
partment.- Academy’ spokesmen said
this stance has heen taken because
recent restrictions are-“stiffer than in
_years past” and in 'Some cases “dif-
f' cult or impossible to enforce.”

A :State Department spokesman

: cdnceded- that the. restrictions may .

indeed °be - tougher than they have

. been in: the recent past. <+

* -“It has a lot to do with the atmos-
phere in-Washington, and the worry
about what we_are leaking away to
the Soviets,” he said. = " -

* The academy’s sudden action thxs
week quickened the duel between
academics and. the government over
questions of intellectual freedom and
“national secunty Two other recent
incidents and_ statements _have
‘struck sparks- between academlcs

' ancl the government. = "t -
- Late last year; the btate Depart-:

,',ment sent. out ‘about.600 letters
questioning universities about the
activities of Chinese scientists - on
their campuses. In a- half.dozen
cases, the State Department esti-
‘mated, ‘univerdities were -asked to
“restrict what the Chinese could see
‘and do. Some universities, including
Stanford and the: University of Min-
‘nesota, refused to comply, and the

: matter is not yet settled.

Two weeks* ago, Adm.” ! Bobby
lnman deputy’ dn'ector of the CIA,
‘told - scientists’- that  they . 'shou!d

request to visit four US. universities

‘Wisconsin, - Ohio Stater Umvemty

»programmmg that.runs. such dewces _

voluntarily “submit their work for
government review and possible cen-
sorship on national security grounds
because -much of Russia’s: military
power is built on U.S. science. .. =
"In the latest incident,-Umnov’s

was relayed by the National Acad-
emy to-Stanford, the University of

and Auburn Umversnty. T
Umnov specializes in: building ro-
botic walking machines-that traverse.
rough terrain, and he was not to be
shown any details ‘of the computer

in this’country. .
. The government soeclhed that. he
was to speak with scientists only at
the theoretical level. He was not to
be allowed any visit to industry. He
should have no access,-‘visual, oral,
or documentary,” to production re-
‘'search or any classified. or um,lassr-
fied work that might be funded by
the Defense Department. . - «
‘Researchers who expected to host

Umnov at the four schools all ques-|

- tioned _the rostnctlons, partly- be-
cause the work going on at the fa
cilities is not classified and |s~pub-
lished regularly in mbemat\onal jOlll'~
nals. - - S

Andrew Frank, a profwsor at Wxs-
consin, said that the Russians kriow
so much more- about .the field}-it

‘would be to our advantage- not

, t.helrs to have Umnov visit. *
" Asked about the possible military
sensitivity of robotic machines that
“can move over rough terrain, he Said
the field is still at- the most basic
level of research and for decades to
‘come, “anything you.can do- with
walkers, you can do better mth mo-

Or smg;

torcycles and cars”. oz T
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